Carver County Public Health

Carver County Takes Action in Fight Against Opioids

Carver County has joined the State of Minnesota and many other counties and cities across the U.S. in a major
lawsuit against opioid manufacturers and distributors, holding them accountable for their role in the ongoing
opioid crisis.

In 2021, the County entered into settlement agreements with several major pharmaceutical, manufacturing, and
distribution companies, with more negotiations still underway.

As part of this effort, Public Health has been named the Chief Strategist, focusing on community-driven,
evidence-based strategies to prevent opioid use and support those struggling with addiction. Their work aims to
engage local partners, raise awareness, and build stronger, healthier communities.

In fall 2024, Carver County offered its first round of funding for county departments and local organizations to
apply for opioid settlement funds to support projects that address the opioid crisis through prevention, harm
reduction, and/or treatment, and that align with at least one of the settlement’s guiding principles.

After careful review, the Carver County Opioid Advisory Council (made up of county employees from the
Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’s Office, and multiple Health and Human Services (HHS) departments) and HHS
Leadership recommended the following opioid response projects to move forward for year one funding; these
projects went through County Board approval and are currently underway to support individuals and families in
Carver County.

2025 Carver County Department Projects:

e Jail MOUD Expansion
Expanding Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD), also known as Medication-Assisted
Treatment (MAT), within the Jail to reduce recidivism, severe illness, and withdrawal symptoms—
ensuring quicker access to medical stabilization and treatment.

e Housing Stability Support
Providing flexible funding to help families impacted by Substance Use Disorder (SUD) overcome
barriers to obtaining or maintaining housing when other resources fall short.

e Enhanced Jail Re-Entry Services
Increasing the Jail Re-entry Coordinator’s position to full-time, with added focus on inmates with SUD.
This will improve reintegration outcomes and reduce repeat offenses.

e Juvenile Chemical Dependency Program — Recover And Persevere (RAP)
Partnering with Marbigail Therapy Services, LLC to offer early intervention education and peer
recovery support for justice-involved youth (ages 14-18) with identified substance use disorders.

e Guardian RFID System Implementation
Introducing a digital inmate tracking and wellness monitoring system to improve supervision, wellness
checks, and medical evaluations—especially critical for inmates experiencing withdrawal.



Support for Drug Testing — Child & Family Services
Continuing support for drug testing to protect children and guide treatment planning for families
affected by substance use.

Fentanyl Testing Garage Improvements
Installing a climate control system in the evidence garage to ensure safe narcotics testing, reduce staff
fatigue, prevent equipment overheating, and improve forensic turnaround times.

Perinatal Improvement Summit

Requesting funds to send 17 professionals to the 2025 Perinatal Improvement Summit. The goal is to
improve care for pregnant women using substances and support healthier birth outcomes—reducing the
need for extensive postnatal interventions.

Deterra Drug Disposal Kits
Purchasing and distributing drug deactivation and disposal kits across Carver County to promote safe
disposal and prevent misuse of prescription medications.

2025 Community Partner Projects:

miCasa MN - “Puentes de Esperanza”
Providing culturally relevant education, improved treatment access, and community support to address
opioid misuse in the Latino community.

Allos Ministries- “Opportunity Homes”
Supporting recovery through case management and transportation for renewal plans focused on
education, family, mental health, fitness, nutrition, and spiritual growth.

Together, these initiatives represent a comprehensive approach to recovery, safety, and long-term stability for
individuals and families throughout Carver County.

Next Steps for 2026:

A year two RFP for 2026 community partner projects will be released in the early fall. Applications for Carver
County department projects are accepted and considered on a rolling, monthly basis. If you have an idea for a
project to be considered under opioid settlement funds, please contact Carver County Public Health.
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