
o f  f a m i l i e s
e a t

h e a l t h i e r

Summer is the hungriest time of year for
families - kids are home and don’t have
access to free school meals.
Food insecurity is rising across Minnesota,
partly because of increased food costs.
There is high community interest and support
for this program.

P A R T I C I P A N T S
7 9 7  u n i q u e  f a m i l i e s   

3 7 1 0  v i s i t s  
5 9 8 0 +  p e o p l e  

V O L U N T E E R S
1 2 0  p e o p l e  
 1 2 1 5  h o u r s

3  S I T E S
BLUFF CREEK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
WATERTOWN CITY HALL

Free Produce Market
Summary 2025

o f  f a m i l i e s  s a i d  t h e
p r o g r a m  m a d e  t h e m  f e e l

l i k e  t h e y  b e l o n g  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y

7 4 %  o f
f a m i l i e s   

e x p e r i e n c e d
f o o d

i n s e c u r i t y  i n
t h e  p a s t  1 2

m o n t h s  

6 9 %  o f  f a m i l i e s
r e p o r t e d  n e e d i n g

f o o d  a s s i s t a n c e
d u e  t o  r e c e n t

h i g h e r  p r i c e s  o f
b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s

4 3 %  o f
f a m i l i e s   

e x p e r i e n c e
o n g o i n g  n e e d

f o r  f o o d

1 0 5 , 2 3 7  
p o u n d s  o f

f o o d
d i s t r i b u t e d   

8 7 , 6 9 8
e s t i m a t e d
n u m b e r  o f

m e a l s
p r o v i d e d  

3 0 +  v a r i e t i e s
o f  f r e s h
p r o d u c e
o f f e r e d

t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  s u m m e r   

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  F r e e  P r o d u c e  M a r k e t  p r o g r a m . . .

o f  f a m i l i e s  e a t
m o r e  f r u i t  a n d

v e g e t a b l e s

o f  f a m i l i e s  h a v e
l e s s  f i n a n c i a l

s t r e s s



PARTICIPANT
FEEDBACK

P a r t n e r s  

WWW.FINDFOODCARVERCOUNTY.ORG

F i n a n c i a l
S p o n s o r s  

W i l l  co n t i n u e  t o  co l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  h u n g e r
r e l i e f  p a r t n e r s  t o  i n c r e a s e  ca p a c i t y  a n d
i m p r o v e  s e r v i ce s  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f
t h e  co m m u n i t y  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  
W i l l  co n t i n u e  t h e  F r e e  P r o d u ce  M a r ke t  i n
2 0 2 6 .

A  B e t t e r  S o c i e t y  
B o u n t i f u l  B a s ke t  F o o d
S h e l f
C a r v e r  C o u n t y  P u b l i c
H e a l t h
C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s
C i t y  o f  Wa t e r t o w n

1 1 2  F o u n d a t i o n
A m e r i ca n  L e g i o n  P o s t
3 8 3
B a n k  V i s t a
B o u n t i f u l  B a s ke t  F o o d
S h e l f
H a m b u r g  L i o n s
K w i k  Tr i p
M e d i ca  

“ H e l p e d  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g .  We  c a n  e a t
i n s t e a d  o f  c h o o s i n g  b e t w e e n  f o o d

a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s . ”
“ H a s  h e l p e d  r e d u ce  o u r  g r o ce r y  b i l l  a n d  a l l e v i a t e d
s t r e s s  d u e  t o  r i s i n g  f o o d  co s t s .  [ E a t i n g ]  h e a l t h i e r

m e a l s  a n d  b y  b r i n g i n g  m y  k i d s  a l o n g ,  t h e y  l e a r n e d
a b o u t  h e a l t h y  f o o d  c h o i c e s  a n d  m e a l  p l a n n i n g . ”

“ I t  h e l p e d  f e e d  m y  f a m i l y . ”  

“ I t  h e l p s  u s  h a v e  f o o d  a n d  n o t  r u n  o u t . ”

of participants said volunteers & staff treat
them with respect 

“It has helped us remain hopeful in times of despair.” 

“First time I’ve felt confident about using a resource” 

“[now I] eat
everyday.”

M i n n e s o t a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Ag r i c u l t u r e
N YA  L i o n s
S c h e e l ’ s
S e co n d  H a r v e s t  H e a r t l a n d
S o u t h w e s t  C a r v e r  C o u n t y
F o o d  S h e l f
V F W  1 7 8 3

E a s t e r n  C a r v e r  C o u n t y
S c h o o l s
G a t h e r  a n d  G r o w  F o o d
S h e l f
M i  C A S A
S e co n d  H a r v e s t  H e a r t l a n d  
S o u t h w e s t  C a r v e r  C o u n t y
F o o d  S h e l f

http://www.findfoodcarvercounty.org/

