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HIGHLIGHTS

JANUARY 2025

The past six months has been filled with incredible achievements! From major milestones to daily
successes, Carver County continues to make an impact — let’s take a moment to celebrate all that has
been accomplished the last six months of 2024.

CARVERLINK COMPLETES CONNECT UP CARVER PROJECT

After three years of planning, CarverLink successfully
completed the Connect Up Carver project, leveraging
360+ miles of fiber to bring high-speed internet to
1,400+ underserved rural locations — and an additional
800 at no additional cost to the County.

Building on this success, CarverLink launched the
Connect Up Carver Expansion project to complete rural
fiber coverage and expand into Chanhassen and
Victoria, with 90 percent of rural construction now

finished.

CARVER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
PROJECT FORCAST
Major transportation projects are underway to improve

safety, reduce congestion, and enhance connectivity
through the County.

- Highway 212: Construction is underway to

~ complete the four-lane expansion from Chaska to
Norwood Young America, improving safety on this
key freight route. Expected completion in the fall
of 2026.
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) Highway 40: Safety upgrades include wider
shoulders, better drainage, and pavement rehab
on a 10-mile stretch. First phase began in March
2024, with full completion in early 2026.

g Highway 5: Expanding to four lanes between

Chanhassen and Victoria, with intersection
upgrades, pedestrian & cyclist improvements, and
congestion relief.

COUNTY LIBRARY SEES
SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN 2024

Carver County Libraries saw significant
growth and innovation this year,
including a 22 percent increase in
digital circulation and a 7.3 percent
rise in physical item circulation. Youth
programs thrived, with a 20 percent
jump in Summer Reading Program book
reviews and over 30,000 attendees at
events. Adult participation in Winter
Reads grew by 32 percent.
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ATTORNEY'’S OFFICE
LAUNCHES DOMESTIC
ASSUALT DIVERSION
PROGRAM IN 2024

In 2024, the Carver County
Attorney’s Office launched the
“Domestic Assault Diversion
Program,” a juvenile pilot
focused on case management
and family engagement to
address domestic assault while
enhancing public safety.

The Attorney’s Office also
celebrated 10 years of
Veterans Court, now part of a
unified program for all first
district veterans.
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BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY:
EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES & SUPPORT

This past year, we’ve made significant strides in supporting
our residents. The West Creek Apartments opened, offering
18 housing units for young adults, and we continue to develop
a Family Resource Center. Food insecurity is being addressed
through partnerships like Bountiful Basket, and the new
Community First Services and Supports program has
expanded opportunities for persons with disabilities.

Our Housing Helpline assisted 750 people, and we launched
the Local Affordable Housing Aid (LAHA) program. Job
training provided 15 youth with employment experience,
while Probation Services introduced two new programs to
reduce recidivism.

As the healthiest County, we continue to foster well-being
and creativity through initiatives like the PREP/Adventure
therapeutic art grant. These efforts reflect our shared
commitment to a thriving, inclusive, and resilient community.

COUNTY PARKS REPLACES BAYLOR REGIONAL PARK BOARDWALK

750

Individuals were served
through the County’s
Housing Helpline

The Baylor Regional Park Boardwalk was
replaced due to its deteriorated condition
and has been a long-standing feature in the
park and provides access to a wetland
community supported by a cattail marsh.
The wooden structure also provides a
connection from the campground area over
to picnic shelters, observatory, and
waterfront of Eagle Lake.

12

Consecutive Years as the
Healthiest County in
Minnesota

22%

increase in digital circulation
throughout the County
Library System




